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B o0 to feo) that latest announoements congerning Halenkev's

succession indicates attempt by Malenkov to give outeide world appearance of
unlted front. He does not fesl that Halsnkov im as yet firaly in qontrrl of
governmental. machinery and that the present power foundation of Malenkovis
ponition 1o besed on an “uneasy truce" bstwesn Beria, Bulganin and himsslf,
Although Beria's position seems to be stablilized, the presence of Ignatied
8 one of the seeretariss of the Central Comalttes, possibly functiomdn: as a
Burvelllor of Beria's security forces, gives rise to the possibility that ir
4 purge ccours, Malenkov may replace Berla with his own man Ignatied.

‘The further announcement £hat the Prassidium has been redused from 29
aembers end 1l alternates to 10 meubers and  alternates atight indicate that
&lready some of the followers of Stalin or of Molotov have been displaced.
Helotov looms es the lesst powerful figure in the present coalition, having no
extonsive power structwre within the army, Party, or sacurity forces (M B and
MVD) end 1t is felt that Vishinsky's deposing was based on the same consideration.

One matter that should be borne in mind and that is the faet that 3tslin es
well an other lower echelon Party sscretaries havé an apprecisble nuﬁber of "eeat-
tail riders®, and as we witnessed Zhdanov's follewers beinﬁ purped after Zhdanovic
death, we mipght oconclude that many of the memders of the party and other apparati
who were perzonally lmfal to Stalin might be deposed from their positions within
the Party, army and security strusturos. This might extend to lower district,
¢lty, end replon Party organizations, and the Stalinist group within theie Lower
Grganimticm may not feel depossed to supnort Melenkov, espeeially if ton schalon
Stalinists begin to disappear.

One of the more important things to look for is the evidence of men from

%othe Party spparat being placed in control or in poslitions cf power within the
2 tﬂ P
“: / ) e
X (?)
E&

Approved For Release 2000/09/11 : CIA-RDP79S01011A001000010011-6



o

.+~ Approved For Release 2000/09/11 : GIA-RDP79S01011A001000010011-6

security or armed forces, since we can assume that Halenkov has fairly tight
cantyrol over Party machinery and evidence of those loyal to Malenkov &s party
men poing into the geourity or amed forces would inmdicate an attempt by
¥alenkov to s0lidify his position in those other power structures, Beris,
hwevﬁr; s4111 looms as & formidabls opponent for Malenkov,

The reported returh of Zhukov to Moscow might bear some watching, slthough
the retwrned may be gonsidered to add one more personality 4o the united front

facade which Malenkov seexs to want to create.
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